CHAPTER III
The Young Queen
Elizabeth was now Queen of England, and her
subjects must have asked, just as we do now,
what sort of person was she ?
The dangers of childhood were over. She was
young, handsome, and full of life. She had no one
to restrain her at all. No wonder that from now
on she set to work to enjoy herself as a human
being. Her immense zest and vigour were to last
all her life.
One thing that helped to make her popular, and
which still makes her live in our imagination, was
that she was a completely natural person, She^
..'did not pose, or pretend. If she was angry shG
flashed out and flew at people. She liked to swear
in order to relieve her feelings, so swear she did.
When she was cheerful she would share a joke
with anyone. Once a carter had been engaged to
take a load of her trunks to Windsor. She kept
changing her mind; first the trunks were to go
at once, then they were to be unloaded, then after
all they were to go. The carter lost his patience
and burst out grumbling, " Now I know the Queen
is but a woman like my own wife/5 and the